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Dear Members and Readers,

I must confess that winter has never been a
favourite time of the year for me but only because
| don't do cold! In reality, it's a fascinating
season. Our traditional migrant birds have flown
overseas, a lot of the others are not breeding and
therefore not displaying but if you take the time to
look closely, there is a lot of action going on in the
bird world around us. Read on to discover all
about it and more....eg about the sightings of
Thick-billed Cuckoo in a gardenin Harare in June
and Western Banded Snake-eagle in the
Mavhuradonha Mountain Wilderness Area in
March/May as well as about our recently
launched Harare Garden Bird Survey. Thanks
again to all our advertisers and authors. You are
allkey to our success! The nextissue is due out at
the end of September. If you would like to send
photos, articles and/or if you would like to
advertise, please email by 10 Sept. Sit back &

enjoy the read, folks! Julia
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Message from the President

Message from Dorothy Wakeling

The AGM was great success with 51 birders attending, enjoying each
other's company and the birding on the shores of Lake Manyame at
Hideaway.

Honorary Life Membership of BLZ, our top award, was bestowed
upon Alex Masterson for his extensive contributions to ornithology
and dedication to BirdLife Zimbabwe over more than 60 years! This
is long overdue and well deserved! Thank you to Alex!

The Council was re-elected and will continue to focus on our birds and
their survival. Worldwide, habitats are shrinking and human threats
are escalating causing bird populations to decline. This is certainly
the case in Zimbabwe and is of concern to BLZ. This year Dr Chirara
and his staff will work more closely with Council's Research and

Conservation Committee on the creation and implementation of further Threatened Species
Action Plans. All our endeavours require funding for their implementation. International
donors have traditionally funded major IBArelated programmes, but securing further funding
is becoming increasingly difficult. It is now important to fundraise locally, so tiered Corporate

Membership Packages have been drawn up.
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We hope to persuade the business

community, by becoming corporate
members of BLZ, to be more
responsible for the survival of our
environment. Read more in this issue
of Babbler, from Celesta von Chamier
and Julia Pierini, on fundraising and
the promotion of BLZ through the new
look website and Babbler. Issue 100
of our newsletter has received wide
acclaim! Much appreciation goes to
Julia and Celesta. The issue of
Honeyguide Vol.57(1) is outstanding!
Thank you to Dr Brian Marshall and
Julia Dupree for your editorial work!
So we have a busy year ahead, saving
our birds and fundraising, in addition
to birding!

Dorothy Wakeling

\Y4
o\

Errata Corrige Babbler 100

Page 15 - photo is of Gabar
Goshawk, not Ovambo
Sparrowhawk

Tailfeathers - sighting of Eastern
Nicator was 1 May 2011 not 2001




Mashonaland

Reflections on the Hideaway Weekend

AGM JuNE 2011

True to its name this place is a
real “hideaway”.  Probably
well known among the
fishermen in the
Mashonaland area this
delightful camp set on the
shores of Lake Manyame was
like paradise for those of us
intrepid explorers who
crossed the border from
Matabeleland to venture into
Shona turf for a fabulous
weekend of birding.

by Helen Lewis
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Mashonaland

Harare Garden Bird Survey
The Harare Garden Bird Survey
was launched on 27 June. It will

last a year so if you
haven't started
ticking off the birds
you see on a weekly
basis in your garden,
get cracking! Forms and
info available from Tony

Left to Right Top

Brown-hooded Kingfisher by James
Ball

Gabar Goshawk by Russell Clark
White-browed Robin-chat nestling
by Robin Rind

Crested Barbet by C. v.Chamier
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Mashonaland

Left to Right Bottom

on talegria@zol.co.zw
and/or lan on
gemsaf@mango.zw . And
while you're at it, send us
your photos for our
gallery!

Speckled Mousebirds by C v.Chamier

Blue Waxbill by Nick Hart
Black-collared Barbet by Nick Hart




Mashonaland

On 1st July 2011 at about 8.45am 3' _w ’t St H
Storks were seen at Monavale Vlei. The h l e Orks l n
western half of the Vlei had recently
burnt (28th June) and itis in this area that T
they were foraging. Thanks to Jon Pilch
two of these White Storks were caught
on camera. Again, at mid-day the
following day, Steve Davies and | saw 14
White Storks near the confluence of the
Avondale and Marimba Streams. They
were foraging together with several
Black-headed Herons. It seems that the
abundant locust numbers werée
attracting them. Has anyone seen Whité
Storks overwintering elsewhere in
Harare lately? Another feathered friend
was a Black Stork seen flying about'as
we enjoyed the White Storks.

Jimmy Muropa (Monavale Vlei Scoiit)
cosmo@yoafrica.com

)

Editor’s Note: Rosie Mitchell has
reported seeing about 8 White Storks in
Chikurubi at the end of Pringle Road on 2
July. They were attracted by afire.

JOULIO) S Auuul
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La Rochelle

by Simon Herring La Rochelle Hotel in the lush Imbeza Valley, Penhalonga
(in the mountainous eastern border area, some 280km
from Harare and 20km from Mutare) was formerly the
African stately home of Sir Stephen and Virginia Courtauld
who lived there from 1953 to 1971.
(La Rochelle was left to the people of Zimbabwe at their
death). They were philanthropists who contributed
significantly to Zimbabwe. The grounds of the Hotel
contain many exotic and also indigenous plants, and as a
result the birdlife is very varied. The Hotel bird List was
compiled by Dale Hanmer and Bill Chadder between
1990-1992 and lists 162 bird species (Time to update the
list,folks! The challenge is on!-Ed). The vegetation is
varied - from thick riverine woodland and scrubland, to
forest, and the property includes a dam. The sunbirds,
attracted by the aloes, are plentiful, and the garden is
home to both Red-throated and Green Twinspots. The
Hotel is also a great base for daily forays to the Bvumba
and Nyanga - why not treat yourself?
ontact: larochellezim@gmail.com o




Mashonaland

Visiting Bvumba

By Colin de Beer & Vee Hadingham
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird by C.v.Chamier

Seventeen members from our Mashonaland

East Natural History Society visited the Bvumba
from 26 to 30 May. We stayed in Buks Conradie's House on the Western slopes of the
mountain.
The venue is about 21km from Mutare. The last 5.5kms is a dirt road which had been worked
on recently but was still quite rough in places. There are 2 forests in close proximity to the
house, one of about 50 hectares right next to it, and a larger one of 250 hectares about half a
kilometre to the north. The altitude is 1790m. Conditions were not ideal; chilly, windy and
overcast. Early morning temperatures ranged from 9° C to 13° C. We saw 75 different bird
species which included most of the Bvumba specials, although not in numbers because of the
thick forest vegetation and their secretive habits. Peter Magosvongwe the local guide is very
knowledgeable, not only with birds but also trees and | believe butterflies as well. It was with
his expert assistance that we ticked so many of the difficult to find Bvumba specials. He is
doing a lot of work protecting the local habitats and is also organizing courses at the
surrounding schools to promote conservation. The first morning (Friday) was chilly but birding
in the forest near the house was sheltered and it warmed up a little during the day. Birdingin
the forest to the north in the afternoon was difficult and dark in the overcast conditions.
Saturday morning we travelled over the mountain to Leopard Rock and because it was cold
and the wind whistled down the fairways we headed for the more sheltered areas. All 19
people in the party had excellent views of the White-starred Robin, perched on a horizontal
branch on the edge of the fairway with thick vegetation behind. He hopped onto the ground
and back to the perch several times collecting insects; the “stars” on the forehead clearly
visible when food was located!
Birding on the immaculate Leopard Rock Golf Course was very rewarding, especially as the
aloes were in full bloom and were being patronized by many sunbirds, in particular the
Malachite and the Western Olive. Permission to walk on the course is necessary from the Golf
Manager, Mr. Rocher, and there may be a charge involved. It was a new experience for some
of us to visit Tony's quite famous and talked about Coffee Shop at the top of the mountain, with
a welcoming fire to warm us up. We enjoyed the superb selection of cakes in huge slices;
deliciously rich and boozy — despite the cost of $12.00 a slice!! Tony was in great form and
highly entertaining!
On the way back we stopped over for a short walk [we were a little worn out by now] at the
Hillside Golf Course in Mutare which is also a very worthwhile place for birding and have seen
Black-fronted, Gorgeous Bush-shrike and a Bokmakierie here on a previous visit, and Grey
Waxbills on this occasion. The Grey Waxbills were in a party with Blue Waxbills on the edge of
the tar road leading to the Residential Complex near the club house. They were very relaxed
and feeding on both sides of the road, unruffled by the group of 15 people watching them.
Our Bvumba list includes — Red-necked Spurfowl, Common Quail, Eastern Bronze-naped
Pigeon, Blue-spotted Wood-dove, Tambourine & Lemon doves, Livingstone's Turaco,
Crowned Hornbill, White-eared Barbet, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Square-tailed Drongo,
Terrestrial Brownbul, Yellow-streaked, Sombre & Stripe-cheeked Greenbuls, Cape Robin-
chat, White-starred & Swynnerton's Robins, Chirinda & Yellow-breasted Apalis, Roberts's
Warbler, Cape Batis, White-tailed Crested Flycatcher, Black-fronted & Olive Bush-shrikes,
Meves's Starling, Malachite, Bronzy, Collared & Western Olive Sunbirds, Dark-backed
Weaver, Red-faced Crimsonwing, Red-throated Twinspot, Yellow-bellied & Grey Waxbill. 3¢
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were a male
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Narina Trogon @ Hippo Pools ~ billed Cucko
foster-parent
On Monday
a lot of paradise-whydahs in non-breec
unfortunately remain a mystery! A few pai
On the drive out of Umfurudzi we saw Racq
alovely weekend, with brilliant weather, anc

Who am I? Guess

If you know
which bird this

WOODLANDS

guest lodge
bookings@woodlandsguestlodge.com
www.woodlandsguestlodge.com




2 A birding paradise!
&

MORE INFO
reservations@bumihills.co.zw
0772 135 664
www.bumihills.com

Nick Hart
See cover Photo

for his work

Nick's Fix on Dics
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MASHONALAND

Birding Kariba

The very informative presentation in March 2011 entitled
“Birding in Kariba” was delivered by lan Riddell. He began
by giving us a few details of the Kariba dam itself i.e. the
dam wall was closed on 2nd December 1958 and the filling
stage lasted till 1963. This has produced a vast expanse of
water roughly 290 kms long creating a shoreline of 2164
being the approximate distance from Harare to Cape Town.
The average operating level at the dam wall is 485 metres
and the dam has an average depth of 29 metres with a
maximum of 93 metres. The area covered by water is
some 5364 square kilometres.

The filling of the dam created habitat loss: running water;
emergent sandbanks; marginal climax communities of
Phragmites and Typha; the 'evergreen' riparian forest belt
on the Zambezi and tributaries and vast areas of mopane
and deciduous woodlands whose remnants are presently
fringing the lake. However in the process, new habitats
were created: Wide expanses of open water; wind-blown

Salvinia molesta mats and 'sudd' communities [now

reduced from some 20% to 1% of surface area]; emergent

drowned dead trees; Panicum foreshore and marginal

weeds onland and water and man-made clearings.

As a result some ten species disappeared from the area:

African Skimmer; White-browed Robin-chat; Cape

Wagtail; Rufous-bellied Heron; Golden Weaver; White

by Tony Alegria

Roosting and nesting waterfow!
by C vChamier

—breasted Cormorant; Spectacled Weaver; Little Bittern; Yellow Wagtail and Red-faced
Cisticolas. However, after a period of time, they all returned except for the Cape Wagtail.
Donnelly and Donnelly 1983 (Honeyguide) recorded 342 species on the Zimbabwean side
(1967-71) 34 palaearctic migrants and 36 intra-African migrants whilst Roberts* CD-ROM

listed some 450 species.

Since Kariba filled up a number of new birds have been seen e.g. Denham's Bustard, Lesser
Black-backed Gull, Marsh and African Grass-owls. The Long-toed Lapwing were first seen in
August 1994 and have been seen in five different locations. These probably can be seen in
protected inlets where there is a lot water weed. When the lake has been low, some of the
following species have been seen: Little Grebe, African Pygmy-goose, Hottentot and Red-

billed Teals. Thanks lan for a most enjoyable and thought provoking presentation. Y4

Cassified Ad

OPTICAL INSTRUMENT REPAIRS

N

Repairs and restoration for a variety of optical instruments: repair, cleaning and restoration of
binoculars, including all makes of instruments. Antique and World War instruments a specialty.
Spotting 'scopes and bird-watching instruments, telescopes, microscopes for the education and
clinical sectors, theodolites for surveying. In addition, cleansing and service of camera
lenses,...indeed, any optical job is undertaken. Please phone Mike on (landline) (04)331478 or

(mobile) 0775057890 or email Mike.Begbie@hotmail.com
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Mashonaland

For all branch activities, contact a committee member if you need transport to any of the events. h
binos — there is usually an extra pair at most outings. There are no BLZ charges for any bird walk
depending on the location. Remember to always bring chairs and refreshments.

August 2011
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Non-Members and beginners are also welcome to all
of our meetings and activities

Mashonaland Talk & Social @ 5.30 for 6.00 pm The venue is the Avondale Sports Club
on Brighton Road between Sam Nujoma Street Extension and Upper East Road. There
is a cash bar and a security guard.

Mukuvisi Woodland Blatherwick Rd @ 7am (Aug) and 6.30am (Sept). Turn of f the
Chiremba Road into Ford Road (opposite Queensdale shops) and continue down to
Blatherwick Rd (T- junction). Turn right and the gate is about 150 metres on the left.
Bring a reasonable tip for the guard, taking into account the value of your vehiclel
Mukuvisi Woodlands Main Gate @7am. Meet in car park(just of f Glenara Ave South)
down Hillside Rd on the right.

Rainham Dam @ 7am. Meet in the Prince Edward School car park (in front of office to
the right) on J. Tongogara Ave

Lake Chivero Bird Sanctuary @ 7am (Aug) and 6.30am (Sept). Meet in the Prince
Edward School car park(in front of office to the right) on J. Tongogara Ave.
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Branch Calendar

lembers, non-members and beginners are welcome — don't worry if you do not have a pair of
or evening presentation. However there may be entry fees (e.g. National Parks) or a tip required

September 2011
Thursday Friday Saturday  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
; & Return
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Chipinge Away outing is from |Friday
through| Monday
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Monavale Vlei @ 7am. Meet on the BS Leon side of Fenella Drive

Greystone Park Nature Preserve @ 7am Meet in car park off Halford Rd
Ngomokurira @ 7am Meet at CABS, Northend Rd

Gosho Park Big Birding Day (overnight) @ 10.30am

Meet at Gosho Park, Marondera. Access is along the main tar road to Mutare
and the turn off to the left onto a single tar road is just after the Peterhouse
School entrance. The last km is dirt.

BLZ Mashonaland Away Outings:
2-5 September 2011 Weekend trip to James Varden' s Mavhuradonha
Wilderness $USD 35 pppn incl. accom (thatch-ensuite chalet + cook +
walking guide). Contact juliapierini@yahoo.com. +263 (0)772 894562

23-26 September 2011 Chipinge - New Year' s Gift (Tea Estate).
Contact: Tony Alegria: talegria@zol.co.zw or +263 (0)4-490375.
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Mashonaland South (Kadoma)

Contact Margaret Parrock on +263 (0)68-22005 or her daughter, Coralee on +263 (0)772-739370.

Eastern Districts

Monthly outings are on the last Sunday of the month and depart at 7.30 a.m. from the Mutare
Museum. Spare binoculars and field guides are available. Members with a vehicle are encouraged to
attend and fuel can be provided. Contact Peter Gwidibira +263 (0)773-524844 or
pggroup.gwidibira38@gmail.com for details.

Matabeleland

Saturday |3 August :Walk at Hillside Dams

The weather will be warmer; we haven't been to the Dams for a while, the area is looking good,
and the birding is always worthwhile — so do join us. Meet in the car park by the lower dam at
7:30. There will still be time to dash off and do some shopping afterwards o if you are not in a

hurry, to linger over a cup of tea in pleasant surroundings. For more information phone Adele
Edwards on (h) 882242 or 0712366917.

Weekend 26-28 August : Shashi Camp

We've booked the WEZ camp at Shashi, near Fort Tuli . It is sure to be an interesting and
entertaining weekend. Provisional plan is to leave on Friday afternoon and return late Sunday. Self
catering. Accommodation in the dormitory blocks or bring your own tent. Cost $10 per person

plus a share of the camp cost. Details to follow in a Matland Musings or for more information
phone Cecilia Hubbard on (w) 287692 or 0772433733

9 - || September : Summer Dassie Census

Believe it or not we all enjoyed the Dassie Census so much we have decided to do it again!
Several people suggested we repeat the census later in the year when there is less vegetation, and
presumably better visibility. So we are going to give it a try. Of course while it will be warmer we
will also have to get up a lot earlier to be in position before dawn. For more information phone
Cecilia Hubbard on (w) 287692 or 0772433733 or John Brebner on (h) 242634

23 & 24 September : LB) Identification with Alex Masterson

Alex Masterson will be spending the weekend in Bulawayo and will share with us some of his
expert knowledge of LBJs. He will start with a power point presentation on Friday evening, while
on Saturday we will have the opportunity to put into practice in the field some of our newly
acquired skills. Please check nearer the time in Matland Musings or with Julia Duprée for details of
venues and start times. For more information phone Julia Duprée on 246269

Other Areas

Those members in other areas — we are always interested to hear what is happening
in your bit of the country. Please send in what you have seen. -Editor
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Matabeleland

Two other members arrived an hour or so later and did their own spot of bird watching in and
around the kiosk and the look out.

Fortunately, for me, | had the two youngest members of the group in our team so had two pairs
of young, keen eyes and bucketsful of enthusiasm. Apart from the ever present Dark-capped
Bulbuls, our first sighting was a solitary male Namaqua Dove sitting on the telephone lines in
the middle of a chittering flock of Common Waxbills. At one stage we were crouched trying to
peer through the thick undergrowth at what might be making all the racket in the leaf litter when
a flock of Helmeted Guineafowl! noisily exploded into the air, making hearts race! The old
Hamerkop's nest on the path from the gravesite is looking derelict and has obviously not been
occupied for some time. Peering over the gravesite wall, we watched as a group of Bronze
Mannikins had a great time, splashing madly in one of the birdbaths. Near the gnarled old
figtree where we'd seen Spotted Eagle-owls last time we'd done a walk there, we found a pile of
what looked liked dove's feathers. Some unfortunate had met its end. We had a very close
look at a lovely Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird bouncing around in a small cabbage tree
overhanging the path which delighted the girls as it was their first sighting of one.

Although the bush is still very thick, the caretaker has cleared the paths and slashed well along
the sides, so walking was easy. It was great to see that all the birdbaths dotted about were
filled with fresh water. Several other folks were out walking so it was wonderful to see the
place being utilized. Obvious absentees from our final list that came to mind were African
Hoopoes, Southern Black Tits, Yellow-fronted Canaries, Blue Waxbills, Black-headed Orioles
and the other sunbirds although a last minute glimpse of a female Scarlet-chested Sunbird was
verified by several bino wielding birders. 5§

Dassie Count

Rock Dassie J. v.Chamier

by Jenny Brebner

There's a rosy pink hue staining the western
horizon and, as we watch, it fades to a pale
lemon yellow. Natal Spurfowls vent their
disapproval at something disturbing them in
the undergrowth. Yellow-bellied Greenbuls
grumble away as a Black-collared Barbet
gives voice some way off. The melodious
call of the Black-headed Oriole can be heard
above the sound of a Southern Yellow-billed
Hornbill “kori kori-ing” from the top of the paper tree behind us. Also perching on the paper tree
are two fluffed up Dark-capped Bulbuls sitting huddled together against the morning chill,
busily and noisily discussing something of importance. A dog baboon's aggressive
“WHAAHOO” is echoing along the hills from a long way off. Southern Black Tits chatter close
by accompanied by a lone Chin-spot Batis. A small group of Arrow-marked Babblers chortle
past and in the distance, we can hear the eerie piping of a Grey-headed Bush-shrike. Two
raucous White-necked Ravens soar overhead, possibly sussing us out to see if we've
unpacked the biscuits yet. In the glow from the rising sun, a lone aircraft's vapour trail leaves a
perfect, shiny gold line across the gap in the kopjies from where the sun will eventually appear.
The tops of the kopjies to the west take on that gorgeous golden glow which one only
experiences in the Matobo Hills; the glow slowly moving down, reaching into the valley. As the
PAGE 17



Matabeleland

sun finally pops up from behind the huge range to the east, blinding still sleep-filled eyes and
throwing a champagne light through the gap, the first dassie emerges to greet the day. We
quietly discuss where else in the world we would ratherbe.....
It's Dassie Counting Weekend. As part of the Black Eagle Survey, this is the one event of the
year that is compulsory for the teams in the survey and one which everyone moans about. All
the teams pitched up on Friday after work. The Nungu Guesthouse was bursting at the seams
while tents of every shape and size mushroomed in the surrounding grounds. After a brief
chat about the events for the weekend and a quick recap on how to identify the two species of
dassies we were to count, everyone got on with the business of having supper. A stunning
milky way meandered across the magnificent star-studded sky overhead. There's nothing to
beat a clear Matopos evening. Most teams organized their rations and baskets for the
following morning before turning in for a fairly early night in anticipation of their early morning
rise. Shortly after we turned in and were just dozing off, a group of Thick-tailed Bushbabies
startled us with their loud calling close to our tent.
The alarm master roused us at 4.45am with a cheery “Rise and
shine!”. Everyone was out and about in no time, muffled up to
the eyebrows against the frosty morning chill. It was like a Le
Mans start as vehicles were fired up and there was a bit of a
tussle to see who could get to the narrow gate first and everyone
was off!
All teams were back by six in the evening, most having spent the
day after their morning's count checking on their eagle nest
sites. Chat around the fire was rather more subdued as stories
about the day were recounted and it wasn'tlong before everyone
was abed, once again to be disturbed by the Bushbabies having
another raucous choir practice. When the alarm went off the
next morning, it was greeted by groans all across camp. The
second morning of the dassie count is definitely not greeted with
as much enthusiasm as the first. Vehicles leftin dribs and drabs,
even the engines sounding rather unenthusiastic, with more
grumblings about being late.
Our second counting spot requires a short walk and a short climb
from where we park the vehicle. Once parked, we set off laden
down with chairs, telescope, binos, bird books and the essential
basket of munchies and flask of coffee. We staggered along the
narrow, uneven path through a thick reed bed. Once we'd
plonked down our chairs and got the telescope set up in
readiness, we eventually paused to survey the breathtaking
vista before us. Where else in the world would we rather be?

!
S £ Nowhere, absolutely nowhere! ¢

C v. Chamier

Feature yourself in Babbler
Zimbabwe‘s only Birding Publication
Gain exposure to Zimbabwe'‘s

Tourism and Birding markets
Contact juliapierini@yahoo.com now
to advertise in the next issue

PAGE 18



Travel

On 20th March we crossed the Limpopo River flats just

before the river enters the sea outside Xai Xai in

Mozambique. This is the first time I've been that far

south in Mozambique and the main road to Maputo

crosses 9 km of marshy habitat on a levee. It's quite

amazing and extensive habitat with many bridges (to

allow flood waters through) and the really interesting wild

bit is in the middle, with some ‘farming' to the north and

south. It teems with all sorts of waterbirds from waders

to ducks and herons and would be well worth exploring;

a Fulvous Duck with 8 chicks was crossing the road and

the Fan-tailed Widowbird was good to see since we don't

getitin Zimbabwe except at Kazungula. Buton thisday |

was especially lucky to see a Eurasian Bittern flying towards the road for about half a minute
before it turned, dropped back into the grass and disappeared — a most fortuitous lifer and one
that would probably never have been found otherwise. | was impressed by the size and bulky
build of this rare bird which doesn't appear to have been recorded in southern Mozambique for
some time.

Common Mynas were seen in the streets (or should that be street!) of Nata in February, May
and June, with more than six on the last date. This may be known to the Botswana bird club
but was news to me and | wonder how long they have been there?

Also in May we stopped at a B & B in the Northern Province of RSA just south of Madikwe
Game Reserve, not too far east of Gaborone (where there were more mynas!). The proprietor
has been breeding lions until quite recently and we were serenaded for much of the night — like
being in Mana. Much as | hate seeing penned beasts | couldn't but be impressed by these
males, really big with magnificent manes going black, they were really quite stunning. As we
sat in the courtyard to breakfast an equally stunning Crimson-breasted Shrike was hopping
around almost underfoot and showing off his finery and voice. Itreminded me of our Tuli trip in
September 2010 and how some of our group strove and failed to see this bird... it always
happens like that! In an acacia a pair of Burchell's Starlings, an adult and a youngster with a
noticeable gape, were kicking up a racket, but were most welcome as this was only my second
sighting and | had been lamenting not yet seeing them in Botswana — June was a catch-up
month and they were seen in various places including another pair in an acacia in another
garden to the NE of Madikwe. | was interested that the habitat and behaviour was just like the
first two, very noisy in a garden acacia but leaving within an hour or so of sunrise. Had the
birds flown in before | got up or did they roost there overnight? On leaving the 'lion spot' |
noticed oxpeckers on the cattle and a Pied Crow perched on another; then we passing through
ranchland it was frustrating not being able to stop and sort out all those larks flying about; I'm
sure there must have been a lifer or two amongst them but all the more reason to visit this
interesting area again.

Other interesting sightings were a Red-necked Falcon just south of Nata (May) and a group of
8 Common Ostriches 30 km north of Nata (June) striding across a grassy depression, these
probably were wild birds! A Martial Eagle near the west end of the Soutpansberg was great
and not far out of Polokwane on the All Days road you will just about always find a flock of

Marabou Stork, the attraction being an abattoir. X
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Victoria Falls and Hwange National Park
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TRAVEL - INDIA by Teig Howson

Birds of India & Tigers too!

In February this year | spent 3 weeks in central India visiting 3 National Parks in search of
tigers (the birds were an added bonus). It was winter so the forests were dry with a few small
streams and the vegetation varied between tall teak trees with bamboo and scrub
undergrowth and open de-forested areas which used to be villages and now become swamps
in the Monsoon season. On our first drive in open Jeeps at 6 a.m., freezing cold and wrapped
up in anoraks, beanies, blankets and hot water-bottles, we saw our first tigress chasing a
spotted deer, really beautiful and so exciting! Then we were able to ride the Park's patrol
elephants as close as 10 metres to her two 20 month-old cubs who just lay in the sun watching
us. Altogether we saw 12 tigers, one leopard, 2 wild dogs, 2 jackals, mongooses, a flying
squirrel, flying foxes (large fruit bats), four different types of deer, (males with beautiful
antlers), a large blue-black antelope called a Nilgai, some huge Gaurs which are bovines with
heads like bisons and lots of Langur monkeys and Rhesus Macaques. All so new to me and
sointeresting. Our guides, a Swede and an Indian, were avid birders so were delighted to find
8 enthusiasts in our group of 16. Altogether we counted 127 species, some of which we don't
see in Zimbabwe are: Painted Storks with pink and black wing markings, Sarus Crane ( tallest
flying bird ), Black-necked Stork (tallest stork), Crested Serpent-eagle, Pond Heron, Bar-
headed Goose, Painted Spurfowl, Indian Roller, Racquet-tailed Drongo, very rare Black
Redstart, Greater Coucal, Sirkeer Malkoha, Eurasian Eagle-owl, Mottled Wood-owl, Brown
Fishing-owl, White-browed and Citrine Wagtails, Scarlet Minivet, Thick-billed Flowerpecker
(unwittingly spreads the parasite mistletoe), tiny Silverbills, Rufous Treepies, Blue-capped
Rock-thrush and Red Junglefowls, crowing and looking exactly like our bantams! Other birds
we saw were similar to ours; storks, egrets, spoonbills, lapwings, sandpipers, a Greater
Painted-snipe, herons, osprey, francolins, hornbills, orioles, barbets, flycatchers and colourful
kingfishers (Stork-billed, White-throated and Eurasian), shrikes, sunbirds and many others.
Egyptian, Long-billed and White-rumped Vultures [Indian White-backed] are slowly
increasing in numbers since the banning of Diclofenac which is an anti-inflammatory drug
used on cattle. No Hindus kill, eat or bury cattle so the vultures feed on the carcasses and die.
We spent our last 3 days at the Taj Mahal in Agra — what a spectacular and beautiful
monument. It was built in 1650 by the Shah Jahan where his wife, and later himself, are
buried. Itis made of white
marble with words of the
Koran inlaid in black opal
and decorated with inlaid
flowers using corneleum,
jasper, lapis lazuli,
malachite and turquoise
and took 22 years to
complete. We found
Indians to be extremely
hospitable, polite and
charming. Nothing was
too much trouble and it
was really a wonderful
experience. X

Photo of Common
Myna by Nick Hart
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